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For enlightenment about contemporary art, we propose a healthy and
spiritual ant, archilecture and design in our time by showing them light
heartedly at Okusawa Contemporary Art and Design Documents. Some new
expression of ideas might be born from the boundary between different
genres, and the expression should be the most individual and universal
as well beyond the times. The concise work of art constructs the concise
space and therein the concise spirit appears, which we realized by ten
extibitions held in a year.

Sasaki, Hiroko
Producer / Director of The Okusawa Documents
Contemporary artist
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Store to Sell Nothing

One Year Gallery Project by a Painter

When you get off the Tokyu Meguro line at Okusawa station in Setagaya,
Tokyo and walk down o the south, you wil find a strest lined with old,
small-scale stores, the Okusawa shopping district. One of the stores
closed down its business a few years ago, but it was redesigned and
transformed into a white cube by DIY construction, and reopened as a
qallery.

People who first passed by generally only looked inside through
the show windows, but then they gradually stopped and entered
The children of the neighboring elementary schools also came
by, accompanied by their teachers. Additionally. the gallery held
discussions with arlsts that were broadcast live on Ustream, gathering
an audience from far and near.

Hiroko Sasaki, an artist and the galery's producer and director, sent
her message out broadly, from the private 1o the public. “Okusawa
Contemporary Art and Design Documents* is a documentation of one
year of the gallery project. Through exhibiting art works and valuable
materials, including Sasaki's own collestions, the program's ten themes
showcased the aesthetics and spirit of cantemporary art and design,
which cultivated her own paintings. Permeated in various peoples’
minds, it s certain to influence aspects of their lives for a very long
time,

Sasaki transformed a store, which had suppliad food to everyone’
s dining table into a place that offered other necessities of lfe, free of
charge. After one year the temporary gallery, a store o sell “nothing,”
has closed again. but now people’s minds have been opened to
*something" different. It sounds like a Dharma talk but its a true story

Kusumi, Kiyoshi
Eaitr of Tne Okusawa Docurents
At ot
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